Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.090; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, [Cu(C 12 H 9 O 2 ) 2 -(C 4 H 6 N 2 ) 2 ], the Cu(II) cations are square-planar coordinated by two 1-naphthylacetate anions and two 2-methyl-imidazole ligands into discrete complexes that are located on centres of inversion. These complexes are linked into chains parallel to [010] by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding between the N-H H atom of the 2-methyl-imidazole ligands and the carboxylate O atoms that are not involved in metal coordination. 
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Comment
The crystal structure of the title compound was determined as part of an ongoing study on the structural properties of copper complexes containing imidazole ligands. In this study 1-naphthylacetate was used as ligand, for which only a few metal complexes were reported (Liu et al.,2007; Chen et al., 2004; Yang et al., 2008; Tang et al.,2006 ; Ji et al.,2011) . Table 1 ).
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by the reaction of Cu(NO 3 ) 2 .3 H 2 O (72.3 mg, 0.3 mmol), 1-naphthylacetic acid (93 mg, 0.5 mmol), 2-methylimidazole (32.8 mg, 0.4 mmol) and NaOH (20 mg, 0.5 mmol) in 4 mL of a water-ethanol mixture (volume ratio = 1:1 of water:ethanol) under solvothermal conditions. The starting mixture was homogenized and transferred into a sealed teflon-lined solvothermal bomb (volume: 25 ml) and heated at 140° for three days. After cooling green crystals of the title compound were obtained, which were washed with distilled water and absolute ethyl alcohol (yield: 44.6% based on Cu(NO 3 ) 2 .3 H 2 O ).
Refinement
The C-H H atoms were positioned with idealized geometry (methyl H atoms allowed to rotatae but not to tip) and were refined with U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C)] (1.5 for methyl H atoms) using a riding model. 
